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   4th Swiss–African Business Exchange 
The annual gathering for business between Switzerla nd and Africa 

16-17 March 2011 – Geneva / Switzerland 
Day 1: presentations of business projects / Day 2: one-on-one meetings 

 
 

The event 
 

The Swiss-African Business Exchange is the indispensable annual national event in 
Switzerland for business with Africa. It brings together entrepreneurs, investors, 

opinion leaders, government officials and academia from Switzerland and Africa for a 
concrete exchange of project and business ideas. The event is an ideal platform to 

discuss issues of relevance and showcase best practice for business between 
Switzerland and Africa, and to test the market for existing and new business 

products/issues. The event is built on three pillars: reliable and recognized partners, a 
high-ranking Advisory Board and renowned sponsors. 
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1. HIGHLIGHTS 2011 
 
�  Topics:  Water, Renewable Energy, Housing, Health 
�  Special focus on small and medium size companies (SMEs) and their specific needs 

for entering African markets 
�  Special session for financial investors (main asset classes) 
�  Country spotlights on: Rwanda or Uganda (to be decided)  
�  16 March – full day presentations and workshops, 17 March – 1:1-meetings 
�  Award ceremony of the 1st Swiss-African Entrepreneur of the Year 
�  Excellent networking opportunity  
 
 

2. CONCEPT 
 
�  Emphasize on Exchange: business-to-business meeting between African and Swiss 

entrepreneurs / investors 
�  Focus on sectors with highest relevance for Swiss-African business relations 
�  Each year spotlight on 1-2 selected countries / regions 
�  Programme structure going from opening overview on the status quo of business in 

Africa to sector/country-specific presentations to participant-specific parallel-running 
workshops for entrepreneurs (divided into main topics) and financial investors on day 1,  
to one-on-one meetings on day 2 

 
 

3. PARTNERS 
 
Official event partners for 2011:  
 
�  Osec Business Network Switzerland (confirmed) 
�  Swissmem (Swiss engineering, electrical and metal industry association) (confirmed) 
�  Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute (Swiss TPH) (confirmed) 
�  Swiss Private Equity and Corporate Finance Association (SECA) (confirmed) 
�  Swiss-African Business Circle (confirmed)  
�  Afrikaverein der deutschen Wirtschaft (confirmed)  
�  Chambre de commerce, d’industrie et des services de Genève (CCIG) (confirmed)  
�  Office de Promotion des Industries et des Technologies (OPI) (confirmed)  
�  Permanent Delegation of the African Union in Geneva (confirmed)   
�  Swiss Life Sciences Database / Venture Valuation AG (confirmed) 
�  Energie-Cluster Schweiz (confirmed) 
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4. PROGRAMME OF 16 MARCH 2011 (DAY 1) 
 
The programme structure for the event 2011 is illustrated in the schema hereunder: 
 

 
 
17 March 2011 (Day 2) 
 
09h00 – 16h00 All day Thursday 17 March 2011: possibility for one-on-one 

appointments with speakers/presenters from the Swiss-African Business 
Exchange (appointments to be arranged on info-desk throughout day 1) 

 
 
 

5. HIGH-RANKING ADVISORY BOARD 
 
Chairperson: 
 
�  Nozipho January-Bardill , Group Executive Corporate Affaire, MTN Group Limited , 

former Ambassador of South Africa to Switzerland (2000-2004), South Africa 
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Members: 
 
�  Mawuli Ababio , Private Equity specialist and investment banker, former Managing 

Director of the African Venture Capital Association (AVCA) , Ghana 
�  Thomas Pletscher, Member of the Board of Economiesuisse und member of the 

Executive Committee of SwissCham Southern Africa 
�  Professor Marcel Tanner, Director, Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute 
�  Jean-Pierre Kapp, former long-standing correspondent of the Neue Zürcher Zeitung 

in Southern Africa 
�  Dr. Solomzi Makohliso, Chief Executive Director, Ayanda Biosystems SA, 

Switzerland, former advisor (2005-2007) to the Swiss State Secretary for Education & 
Research 

�  Dr. Christophe Lindenmeyer, President EMIA (East, Middle East, India & Africa),  
Schindler Management Ltd. 

�  Christopher Cron, Executive Vice President, Zurich Financial Services 
�  Erwin Kaelin , Area Sales Manager, Geberit International Sales AG 
 
 
 

6. SWISS-AFRICAN BUSINES EXCHANGE 2010 (RETROSPECTIVE) 
 
Events successfully held in 2008 (80 participants), 2009 (120 participants) and 2010 (188 
participants) 
 
 
Participant structure of the 3rd Swiss-African Business Exchange (March 2010): 

 
  
Topics 2010: 
�  Energy, Infrastructure, Agriculture and Agribusiness, Health Development & Life 

Sciences, Special session for financial investors 
 
Country spotlights 2010: 
�  Ghana, Madagascar, Algeria 
 



 
 

 
Depotstrasse 4 – 3012 Bern – Tel +41 (0)31 534 47 14 – Fax +41 (0)31 536 47 14 – info@rainbow-unlimited.com 

 
5 

Selection of presenting companies/organisations 2010 (45 in total): 
�  State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (Seco), MTN Nigeria, Credit Suisse, Novartis 

Pharma AG, Renaissance Capital Nigeria, African Development Bank, Landis+Gyr, 
LaGray Chemical Company Ltd Ghana, Buchanan Renewables B.V., myclimate, Société 
National d’Opérations Pétrolières de la Côte d’Ivoire, UNIDO Madagascar, Trans Africa 
Invest, Principle Capital Group UK, Bellevue Asset Management, South African 
Venture Capital and Private Equity Association, Kingdom Financials Holding Ltd 
Zimbabwe. 

 
Sponsors 2010: 
 
Premium Sponsor 

 
 
Local Sponsor 
 

          
 
 
Impressions 2010: 
 

   
 

   
 
 
 All further information is available on the official event-website: www.sabexchange.com  


